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NANCY RIGDON BIO
Life: 8 Dec, 1822 - 1 Nov, 1887

Age when propositioned: 19yo

Smith’s age when propositioning: 36
Wife of: Single
Fame: -Daughter of Sidney Rigdon, First

Counselor in First Presidency

-Smith propositioned with a single
women behind a locked door

-Recipient of the manipulative, so
called “Happiness Letter” from
Joe Smith

-Bluntly refused Smith’s advances

Evidence of Consummation: None
Married: Robert Ellis (1846)

Nancy Rigdon (19)
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Episodes 71 & 72: 
Story of Nancy Rigdon
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• 2 Dec, 1841- Joe 
produces a revelation tor 
Marinda to “hearken to 
the counsel of my servant 
Joseph in all things 
whatsoever he shall 
teach unto her…”

• Revelation told Marinda 
to move in with Ebenezer.

• Jan, 1842- Joe gives 
revelation that church is 
to own the printing office

• Feb 4, 1842- Purchased 
for $6600 by Willard 
Richards

• Apr 1842- Joe takes 
Marinda, age 26, as a 
polyandrous “wife” without 
Orson’s knowledge.
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Ebenezer Robinson
• Angeline- Wife
• Lived in printing office

Marinda

Printing OfficeJoseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator
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Emma Smith
• Joseph’s lawful wife
• Unaware

1

• Apostle, MD, & polygamist
• Close confidant of Joe Smith

Willard Richards

• Apr, 1841- Joe “clears the 
field”, sending Orson on a 
mission to Jerusalem.
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5
Orson Hyde

• Apostle

Marinda Nancy Hyde
• Orson’s lawful wife
• Smith’s 10th “wife”

4

Willard Marinda Ebenezer
• Just 1 day after deed transfer, Willard 
moved into printing office, cohabitating 
with Marinda Hyde, a scandal in itself.

• Ebenezer & wife evicted the same night 
in the dead of winter. 

• After Ebenezer asked for a little time to 
find a place, Willard said “You must get 
out to-night or I will put you in the 
street.”

• Creates safe house for Smith to make 
proposals away from Emma.
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• Smith waits until 
Nancy Rigdon’s father 
(Sidney Rigdon) is 
away, speaking at a 
funeral for Ephraim R. 
Marks.
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Printing Office

11

• Nancy was courting a Francis Higbee
at the time.

• Smith made his move with Nancy, alone,
  in a private room, behind a locked door, where after swearing
her to secrecy, he proposed and was firmly rejected.

• With Marinda waiting outside the door, Smith turns up the 
pressure, bringing in older Marinda to explain that “great 
exaltation would come to those who received and embraced” 
plural marriage.

• Nancy said “if she ever got married, she would marry a single 
man or none at all” and then said she would alarm the 
neighbors if the door wasn’t opened to let her out.

• Joe relented and Nancy stormed out.

Apr, 1842-
Proposes

Rejected

Jeffrey Epstein
Pedophile  
Predator

Ghislaine Maxwell
Match-maker
Facilitator

• A trusted friend of the Rigdon’s, 
Marinda is dispatched to facilitate a 
private meeting between Smith and 
Nancy Rigdon at the Printing Office.

• Smith was absent on first visit 
attempt, but a second visit found 
Smith waiting.

• Smith circumvented Nancy 
Rigdon’s father by making a 
marriage proposal directly to 
a single lady still under the 
headship of Sidney’s home.

• This violated all customs 
and conventions of that day.

Joseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator
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Nancy Rigdon (19)

Marinda’s role fits a pattern

Sidney Rigdon

Marinda
Jo and Marinda

DEC 2, 1841 “REVELATION” FOR MARINDA HYDE
"Verily thus saith the Lord unto you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you 
have called upon me to know my will concerning my handmaid Nancy Marinda 
Hyde—behold it is my will that she should have a better place prepared for 
her, than that in which she now lives, in order that her life may be spared unto 
her; therefore go and say unto my servant, Ebenezer Robinson, and to my 
handmaid his wife—Let them open their doors and take her and her children 
into their house and take care of them faithfully and kindly until my servant 
Orson Hyde returns from his mission, or until some other provision can be 
made for her welfare and safety. Let them do these things and spare not, and I 
the Lord will bless them and heal them if they do it not grudgingly, saith the 
Lord God; and she shall be a blessing unto them; and let my handmaid Nancy 
Marinda Hyde hearken to the counsel of my servant Joseph in all things 
whatsoever he shall teach unto her, and it shall be a blessing upon her and 
upon her children after her, unto her justification, saith the Lord."

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/revelation-2-december-1841/1
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John C. Bennett

John C. Bennett
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https://mormonpolygamydocuments.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/08/Van-Hale-Nancy-
Rigdon-addendum-complete.pdf

John C. Bennett

• After Nancy’s rejection, 
Smith allowed others to 
besmirch Nancy’s 
character.

Joseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator

12 “One response of the Mormon hierarchy toward an 
unwelcome messenger has been character assassination 
founded on a common assumption about the general public: 
“If you discredit the messenger, you discredit the message.” 
The logic is flawed but often effective. Linked to character 
assassination has been the use of excommunication and the 
designation of “apostate,” particularly in response to partisan 
accounts of Church history.

Character assassination was common in Nauvoo 
Mormonism. In 1842, Nancy Rigdon rejected Joseph Smith’s 
polygamous proposal.  She told her family, and her brother 
went public.  As a result, Joseph Smith published affidavits 
that she had been sexually impure….
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• After Nancy’s rejection, 
Smith allowed others to 
besmirch Nancy’s 
character.

Joseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator

12 “In another example, Martha Brotherton published an affidavit 
about her rejection of Joseph Smith’s polygamous 
proposal. As a result, he had her sister Elizabeth publish the 
answer that her sister was a whore and a liar. Elizabeth 
Brotherton later became a plural wife of Apostle Parley P. 
Pratt.”

-D. Michael Quinn, 150 Years of Truth and Consequences 
About Mormon History, Sunstone 16:1/13 (Feb 92).

• After Nancy’s rejection, 
Smith allowed others to 
besmirch Nancy’s 
character.

Joseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator

12 “During my absence to Palestine, the conduct of his [Sidney 
Rigdon’s] daughter, Nancy, became so notorious in this city, 
according to common rumor, she was regarded generally, 
little if any better than a public prostitute. Joseph Smith 
knowing the conduct she was guilty of, felt anxious to reprove 
and reclaim her if possible. He, accordingly, requested my 
wife to invite her down to her house. He wished to speak with 
her and show her the impropriety of being gallanted about by 
so many different men, many of whom were comparatively 
strangers to her.

Her own parents could look upon it, and think that all was 
right; being blind to the faults of their daughter.—There being 
so many of this kind visiting Mr. Rigdon’s house at the 
steamboat landing, (for he kept some sort of a tavern or 
boarding house,) that Mr. Smith did not care to go there to 
see her….

https://archive.org/details/speechofelderors00hyde/page/27/mode/1up
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• After Nancy’s rejection, 
Smith allowed others to 
besmirch Nancy’s 
character.

Joseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator

12 “Miss Nancy, I presume, considered her dignity highly 
insulted at the plain and sharp reproofs she received from 
this servant of God. She ran home and told her father that 
Mr. Smith wanted her for a spiritual wife, and that he 
employed my wife to assist him in obtaining her. This was a 
good time for Miss Nancy and John C. Bennett to wreak 
vengeance on the victim of their hatred for his severe 
admonitions….

-Orson Hyde speech, delivered before the High Priest’s 
Quorum in Nauvoo, April 27th, 1845.

https://archive.org/details/speechofelderors00hyde/page/27/mode/1up

• After Nancy’s rejection, 
Smith allowed others to 
besmirch Nancy’s 
character.

Printing Office

13

Willard Richards
• Smith dictates “Happiness 
Letter” to Richards, with a 
manipulative message that 
God wants him to “marry” 
Nancy.

Joseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator

12

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/paper-summary/appendix-letter-to-nancy-rigdon-circa-mid-april-1842/1#source-note
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• After Nancy’s rejection, 
Smith allowed others to 
besmirch Nancy’s 
character.

Printing Office

13

Willard Richards
• Smith dictates “Happiness 
Letter” to Richards, with a 
manipulative message that 
God wants him to “marry” 
Nancy.

Joseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator

12 14

Willard Richards
• Delivers Letter to Nancy Rigdon
• Contents of Letter

Nancy Rigdon

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284
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https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284
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https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284
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https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284
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https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284
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https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284
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https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284
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https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284

https://www.josephsmithpapers.org/pape
r-summary/history-1838-1856-volume-d-

1-1-august-1842-1-july-1843/284
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• After Nancy’s rejection, 
Smith allowed others to 
besmirch Nancy’s 
character.

Printing Office

13

Rigdon’s home

• Once aware of the proposal and furious, 
father, Sidney Rigdon, summons Joe to 
his residence, and along with Sidney’s 
wife, Phebe, confronted Joe on his 
advances and demanded an answer.

• Smith attempted to deny at first. He was 
just “testing Nancy’s virtue” he said.

• According to Nancy’s brother, Wickliffe, 
when Nancy overheard Smith’s denials 
from an adjacent room, she stormed in 
and said “Joseph Smith you are telling 
that which is not true[.] you did make 
such a proposition to me and you know 
it.”

• With her forceful confrontation, and with 
her possession of the “Happiness 
Letter”, Smith acknowledge that Nancy’s 
report was true.

Father Sidney Rigdon

15

Willard Richards
• Smith dictates “Happiness 
Letter” to Richards, with a 
manipulative message that 
God wants him to “marry” 
Nancy.

Joseph Smith Jr.
• Perpetrator
• Predator

12

Nancy Rigdon

14

Willard Richards
• Delivers Letter to Nancy Rigdon
• Contents of Letter

Nancy Rigdon

JONATHAN STREETER at SUNSTONE CONFERENCE
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